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~ AINEIATNISTG HI: 


I DON'T BELIEVE THis! 
I GO TO ALL THE TROUBLE 
OF FINALLY CAPTURING THE 
COBRA, AND WHAT HAPPENS? 


HIS Ex- PARTNER, 


EYES...NEARLY SMASHES 

US WITH A CHUNK OF 

BUILDING... AND CAUSES 
TO TWIST MY ANKLE 
IN THE BARGAIN >< 


— E 
I CAN'T WIN! 


ne pop 
ee, 
So, 
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I_DON'T LIKE 
TO REPEAT 
MYSELF, l 
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AH, Y4S/IT'S TIMES LIKE 
THIS WHEN Z BLESS THAT 
LI'L RADIOACTIVE SPIDER 
WHOSE BITE MADE ME 

Y FAST AND STRONG ENOUGH 


bey ARE FAST, iro’, MAN 
«BUT SO IS AOR 


‘COURSE, IF THAT SPIDER HADN'T 
BIT ME, I WOULDN'T BE GETTING 
INTO FIXES LIKE THIS... BUT 


WHAT THE HEY/ 


OH, yt BELIEVE 
IT! MODEST 
TOO, RIGHT? 


(i 


i a 
il (a) =a 


YOU BLASTED 
JUMPING JACK! 
I NEED NOT BE 
SO FLEET OF 
FOOT TO SWAT 
YOU DOWN. 


NOT 
WHEN, ” 
HYDSIE... 


HE yeESH y Ss 
WHISTLING DIXIE! ys = 


1F THAT THING HAD 
CONNECTED, r'D HAVE HAD A NEW “A 
HAIRCUT... AT SHOULDER LEVEL/ 


Va 


HAH! ONCE a Nu a you STILL 

YOU ALIGHT mE) | CAN'T LAY A 

IN A SPOT--/ ‘ MIT ON ME, 
P SNUGGUMS: 


COME ALONG, COBRA! 
IT'S NOT NICE TO 
STARE AT THE 

POOR MAN! 


T AM A MAN -- THE HARDER 
OF LITTLE YOU MAKE IT_, 
PATIENCE, ON YOURSELF: 
SPIDER-MAN! HAND HIM OVER 

THE LONGER TO ME AT ONCE, 
yOu KEEP ME DO YOU HEAR? 
FROM MY 
TRAITOROUS 

EX- PARTNER-- 


Co 
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rd ae 


gm 


sy) 
ee 


YA-HAA! THAT'S AT LEAST A 
220 VOLT CABLE HE DUG UP-- 
AND !T DIDN'T EVEN MAKE 

HIM FLINCH / 


HE SURE WANTS 
THE COBRA AWFULLY 
BAD. I WONDER WHYP 


ae 
WELL, L'LL 
WORRY ABOUT THAT 
LATER! RIGHT NOW, 
ALL I WANT TO DO 
1S GET SNAKEY TO 
THE POLICE BEFORE 
HYDE WRINGS BOTH 
OF OUR NECKS/ 
ae 
AQUCHIT WISH 
ses 2 ‘ LE WOUL 
ai > My ANKLE W 


Zags STOP THROBBING! 
tz Lo. Lag Ig van 


a — ine 


AT THAT MOMENT, IN A 
POLICE STATION JUST A 
FEW BLOCKS AWAY-- 


SST 
.. (UNAWARE OF A/S I CAN'T UNDER- =] MAYBE HE'S 
CURRENT PREDICAMENT, | STAND WHAT'S NOT COMING. 
KEEPING HIM. 
' aah - 


~ MAYBE HE LIED. 
MAYBE HE AND THE 


COBRA STRUCK SOME 
SORT OF BARGAIN? 


PROBABLY 
SAVED OUR 
LIVES/ 


YES... BUT HE'S AN 


OUTLAW! WHAT DO WE 
REALLY KNOW ABOUT HIM? J 


WHEN ROBBIE GOT YOUR CALL 
ABOUT THE COBRA BEING 
CAPTURED, HE TOLD ME 


L/ 


I THINK MY C 
DRIVER BROKE E 


CALL_ME 
LANCE, DOC. 


HEY, YOU GUYS 
SURE THIS IS THE RIGHT 
PLACE? MAYBE SPIDER-MAN 
FERENT-- 


aa DOCTOR, YOU'D BETTER } DON’T WORRY! 
STAY IN HERE / I’M NOT BUDGING/ 
= li 


f | ly, - 


ey 
ae 


CALL AN AMBU- \ WHAT COULD HAVE 
LANCE/ THE POOR }CAUSED SUCH A THING 


Guy's IN SHOCK? >= 


: : PE ae ' 
ARES “ss Wi Be 
Serie BUA FFFINE. 
(2 THIS ISN'T 


WORKING 
AT ALL/ 


BETWEEN MY ANKLE 
SLOWING ME_DOWN 
AND THE COBRA 
HOLDING ME BACK, 
I CAN'T LOSE HYDE / 
mom _~«“HE'S JUST FAST 
ENOUGH TO KEEP PACE 
WITH ME... AND NOW WE’RE 
GETTING INTO A HEAVY 
TRAFFIC AREA! 


-- AND A LOT 
OF OTHER 
INNOCENT 

BYSTANDERS . 

COULD BE HURT, 


IF I DON'T GET 


HIM OFF MY 
CASE SOON! 


RADIO FOR THE SPECIAL C'MON, LANCE, I 
WEAPONS TASK FORCE! WE THINK WE CAN GET 


NEED BIG HELP IN A HURRY’ TO THE ROOFTOPS 
THROUGH ONE OF 


THESE BUILDINGS! 


——— 
LD wa E elealialate Les 
ZI Mh 


CLA 


THE REST OF 
YOU HELP ME - COBRA'S A BIGGER PAIN 
KEEP THESE THAN My ANKLE / I HAVE HALF 
A MIND TO... HEY! WHY NOT? 
THIS IS YOUR 


CROWDS BACK! 
= ne a 
FINAL WARNING, SAY NO MORE, é 


HANDSOME / YOU 
WANT COBRA? 


‘1 pee ARB 
frie (rir ce 
lao uf e oc 
T 


On 
nap ane 


fini ae 


WHAT ARE 
YOU--? NMOO0O0!/ 


— | _— 
HAH! YOu've 
FINALLY COME 
TO YOUR SENSES/ 
A PITY THAT... 


YOU COATED THE BACK 
OF HIS HELMET WITH 
YOUR INFERNAL WEB- 
BING! I'M STUCK 
TIGHT TO HIM! 


YOu THINK YOU CAN HOBBLE 
ME THIS WAY? BAA // 


\ WHEW! HE BACKHANDED 
THAT CHIMNEY LIKE IT 

WAS MADE OF BALSA 
: WOOD/ 


CO 


Ho OZ, 
MAYBE I CAN 2 


PUT IT TO 
GOoD use! 


YOU DISH IT OUT PRETTY 
GOOD, HYDE... BUT CAN 
YOU TAKE IT ? 


INCREDIBLE! l AW, DON'T BE AN | LOUSY COMPOSITION, 
‘ OLD LADY, LEEDS’ BUT GREAT ANGLES/ 
YA GOTTA TAKE you CAN BET HE 
RISKS TO GET TAKES RISKS/ 
GOOD SHOTS/ 
EVER SEE 
PARKER'S 


¥ : aR 
sur 
BE CAREFUL P THESE SHOTS... 
GETTING THEY'RE GONNA 


OUT ON THAT MAKE HIS STUFF 
LEDGE, LANCE/ A A LOOK SICK! GF 


[ CEASE YOUR 
WHINNING, COBRA/ 


NN ReSPEe THE sR 
NR Se 


WORSE THAN 
ELMER FUDD? 


> 
SP, 


JE 


YOU GONNA TRY 
TO HIT ME WITH 
OL' SNAKE- EYES ? 


I AM ALL BUT 


TIRELESS/ 


A WEAPON! 


= 
HAH-HA-HAL 
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i) WATER TOWERS TOPPLE MPEG 
~-SENDING THOUSANDS | === wy = 
OF GALLONS OF WATER SS Y 
\WE ACROSS THE ROOFTOPS! WY 
| sled — Uy, 
= . TL 
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— ARE NOT SO 
x LUCKY! 


ORT | \\ Wf ii i 


: >| nt 
(g || 
i 


HUH? LANCE BANNON?/? 
s <> 
BUM--COULDN'T 
“4 
hy f 
ee 


= KOFFS YOU 
YOU HAVE 


SCANT MINUTES LATER... 
| I> BRO-THER/ EVEN 
WHEN If SAVE 


4 ) 
t GIVES ME A 


Vi 
HARD TIME! 


5 (@y 
igs 
"| SYA 


BETWEEN MAKING ME LOOK 5] 
BAD WITH HIS PHOTOS IN THE 
BUGLE-- AND GRABBING UP ALL E 
THE GOOD PHOTO- ASSIGNMENTS 
I COULD HAVE USED AS PETER 
PARKER-- THAT GUY'S BEEN 
A TOTAL PAIN/ 


COULD RESIST A GOOD 
GAG/OW/ BAD PUN/ 


STILL, BANNON 
DESERVED THAT/ 


oa QUARTER -TO- 
CD SVE ALREADY! 


COBRA AND Sees 


KEEP_FOR AWHILE, I 
HAVE PERSONAL Se eet 


TO FINISH BEFORE F 


LOOK AT 
THE TIME! 


: mn 


WOLLLA ALAA ALAA OOD EH 


SO... SPIDER- 
MAN YET Lives’ 


BAH, LET 
HIM SWING 


BUT AS FOR you--/ 
N-NOW TAKE 
IT EASY, HYDE! 


zy a NX . = 

*S \ { EF ‘ ; 

oF CA Y 

AB" Mf SHUT UP, You 
~— SNIVELLING 
Bec f COWARD / 

f/ Y I’ 
cc \ 


LL JUST BET 


SOMEWHERE. 
WHERE /S 17? 


THE BROJESS BUILD- PARK Y~YOUR FACE IS KNOWN TO 
ING _ON PARK AVENUE.| | AVENUE, , THE POLICE... YOU MUST WEAR 
P- PENTHOLISE, EH? A DISGUISE WHEN YOU COME 

AND GO. 


y-ves..A W 
FALSE BEARD! 


I NEEDED 
TO KNOW! 


i 
yi 


OF GRAD- 
STUDENT PETER PARKER. 


Ne < 


.) a6 

CC J 1 WAS ON THE GO ~ 

oF bun 9 SO MUCH, I'D ALMOST 
ha : FORGOTTEN: (] 


-- THAT FIVE O'CLOCK WAS THE 

DEADLINE FOR CLEARING OUT MY 

DESK IN THE BIO-PHYSICS 
OFFICE. 


MY_ TEACHING 
ASSISTANT 
JOB DAYS 
AGo!* 


MAYBE IT'S 44 
THE FINALITY “Gy 


GOODBYE, 
LITTLE . 
CUBICLE/ 


DON'T KNOW () GEE, WHERE |S 
WHY L'vE PUT. EVERYBODY ? 
THIS OFF FOR #& 

sS 

> 

r | 


SO LONG. ‘ i DEB? 


GUESS THEY Boy, I'M 
ALL CUT OUT EARLY/ GOING TO MISS THAT 
TOO BAD... I WOULD'VE TYPEWRITER. IT'S MUCH 
ENJOYED A LAST FEW BETTER THAN THE ONE 
LAUGHS WITH THE GANG. I HAVE AT HOME. 


— , 
eet LOOK AT THIS MESS! YOu 
> > SURE CAN COLLECT A LOT () 
SE, OF JUNK IN... WHAT? A 
yo, TERM-AND-A-HALF? 


YEAH, IT AAS BEEN 
A TERM-AND-A- 
HALF SINCE I START- 
ED WORKING HERE/ 
SURE |S FUNNY, THE 
WAY TIME iy 


iS 
WHY DO I FEEL SO DOWN, 
ALL. OF A SUDDENP 


yi < 


oe 
(2, I KNOW 
THAT QUITTING THE 
T. A. PROGRAM WAS THE 
RIGHT MOVE. I NEVER 
DID HAVE THE RIGHT 
TEMPERAMENT FOR TEACHING. 


I'D BETTER 
GET OUT OF HERE < 
BEFORE I GET ALL ¥ 
MISTY- EYED. 


I STILL HAVE TO 
FIND COBRA AND 
HYDE, BEFORE THAT 
WEBBING I GLUED 
THEM TOGETHER 
WITH EVAPORATES. } 


PETER, DO you 
HAVE A MINUTE? 
THERE'S SOMETHING 


MARCY-- BUT RIGHT 
IN A BIT OF A HURR 


THIS'LL ONLY 
TAKE A MINUTES 
THERE'S 


I SPENT MOST J 
OF THE MORNING 
IN THE LAB... 
AND I'M IN NO 
MOOD FOR SHOP 
TALK_NOW. 


ANY OTHER TIME, I'D S$ 
NO y 


7 


HE'S NOWHERE IN SIGHT! I DON’T 
UNDERSTAND... HOW COULD 
HE DISAPPEAR SO QUICKLY? 


STEVE'S RIGHT. WE SHOULD 


I KNEW SOMETHING LIKE THIS 
HAVE PLANNED A BETTER 


MomeEnTs {ff BAD NEWS, GANG-- 
LATER... WE LOST OUR WOULD HAPPEN! SURPRISE 
. GUEST OF HONOR, AA PARTIES NEVER WORK, MARCY’ WAY TO GET PETE HERE. 
i, ~ 


MORNING! I SHOULD 

HAVE ASKED HIM TO 

COME BACK AROUND 
THIS TIME, PHIL. 


QF THE FIVE /N THE ROOM, ONLY 
DEBRA WHITMAN REMAINS SILENT, 


AW, IT'S NOT YOUR 


FAULT, HOCHBERG/ 


SHE SUSPECTS 
WHY PETER MIGHT 
HAVE RUN OFF-- 


| LETTING THESE 
MUNCHIES _, 
GO TO WASTE: 


SUSPICIONS ARE 
ALMOST MORE THAN SHE CAN BEARS 


MEANWHILE, AT A 


| TOWERING LUXURY || | GOOD EVENING, 
M H/GH-RISE ON GENTS! WHO 
: RK AVENUE... MAY L--7 


WHY, IT’S MR. a 
VOORHEES! WHAT'S a 
HAPPENED TO HIM? I'M_DR, CALVIN 
HE LOOKS AWFUL/ BE a ZABO... 


FRIEND OF MR. 
VOORHEES. 


WE HADN'T SEEN 
EACH OTHER IN 


HE JUST HAD TOO 
SA MUCH TO DRINK. 


q = 


THE TYPE WHO'D 
_OVERINOULGE YY 
a 


AN' y 
HE WEARIN’ ON ¥ 
HIS FEET? Yy, 


SKIN 
BOOTS? Jj) 


SD SHORTLY, AFTER DR. ZABO HAS JIMMIED 
THE LOCK OF THE MULI-LEVELED PENTHOUSE... 


SOM my’ YOU HAVE DONE 
WELL FOR YOURSELF 
SINCE I LAST SAW You! 


aay 


| 


Sry 
ae ” ery ; 


. nee 


ARALY: mS 
et SS OSS SS._ EE 


—"" THOUGH : 
WELL, +. , 
I GUESS MIDS FIIF YOU'D HAVE DONE FAR 
IT TAKES BETTER WITH THE HELP 
ALL KINDS! OF MY ALTER EGO. 


I'LL RECLAIM 
THAT COAT NOW. 
IT'S HARDLY YOUR 
SIZE AFTER ALL! 


MINE... IN 
THIS FORM! 


HMM! IT OCCURS 


TO ME THAT I 
COULD HAVE CUT 
YOUR HELMET 
LOOSE AND SAVED 
MYSELF A BIT 

OF TROUBLE! 


WITHDRAWING A SMALL VIAL ~~ WHICH INSTANTLY BEGINS 
FROM HIS VEST POCKET, TO CHANGE HIM. 77 Yj 
* SPECIAL \ \ / if Uy Vy 


> AHNRGH!S = 

NO MATTER 
HOW MANY TIMES 
I UNDERGO THE 
TRANSFORMATION-- 


--I NEVER... 
M QUITE...GET 


BUT IT'S WORTH 


THE MEAGER PAIN 
TO PUT ASIDE THE 


AND BECOME 
MYUISTER HYDE! 


Ty aan | 


vee ann 


ME Mey 
Yi. Aa 4 
rea ta : | 
I WOUL E 
\/ A 
Te NE WOUL ; 


Gx | Fale | fear li ye 
| a 


BUT NO MATTER! I THIS WEBBING 

SHALL BE FREE ONE IS MOST HAVE MY 

WAY OR ANOTHER/ IMPRESSIVE... REVENGE! 
AW ee 


I SHALL HAVE 
TO STUDY IT 
MORE CLOSELY-- 


MERELY YOU THOUGHT I 


RENDERING YOU 


WAS DEAD, DIDN'T 
you, COBRA? YOU 


AND I WOULD HAVE 
COME BACK FROM THE 
DEAD TO HAVE My 
REVENGE ON You! 


CAPTAIN AMERICA! 3€ 


IN TRUTH 
Ss 


IWA j 
W FROZEN...BADLY| aS 
INJURED...BUTLY 
I SURVIVED! 
I SURVIVED 
BECAUSE I 


KNEW YO! 


U 


STILL LIVED! 


ci 


Ay 
™ CAPTAIN AMERICA #252. 


(erecnaremeey 


I CURSE 
THE DAY I EVER 
AGREED TO BE YOUR 
PARTNER! WE'LL DISPENSE 
WITH THIS FALSE 
BEARD...I WANT YOu 
IN FULL COSTUME-- 


SUDDENLY, FROM ACROSS THE ROOM.. | UY] 


. aX 

IXNAY, HYDE! 
COBRA SQUISHING W/ 
1S DEFINITELY 

OUT OF SEASON! 


--WHEN I SLOWLY, 
METICULOUSLY 
RIP THE LIFE 

FROM YOUR BODY/ 


ACTUALLY, I SLIPPED A 


SPIDER- TRACER UNDER COBRA'S CLOAK 
BEFORE I TOSSED HIM TO YOU --BUT WHY 
REVEAL A TRADE SECRET LIKE THAT? 


D 
TIME FOR 
HE PARTY!) 


I DON'T CARE 
WHAT YOU ARE/ 

I AM HYDE...AND 
HYDE |S POWER/ 


a / 
HYDE IS ALSO A FULL- 2 BINDING MY BAD 4/7 
= TIME CORNBALL, BUT PANKLE WITH WEB- & 
> HE'S RIGHT! BING HAS HELPED 
ee 


YOU IMBECILE/ 
I'LL SQUASH You 
LIKE THE INSECT 

YOU ARE: 


NS 
BOY, WHERE 
DID YOU GO TO 
SCHOOL ? SPIDERS 
AREN'T INSECTS... 
THEY'RE 
ARACHNIDS/ 


_ 
—|\ | 


--BUT I'M STILL SLOWER 
THAN I SHOULD BE/ THAT 
STUPID INJURY TOOK 
MORE OUT OF ME THAN 
I REALIZED/ 


F I DON’ 
PUT HYDE OUT OF 
ACTION FAST, I'M 

GONNA BE IN 
DEEP TROUBLE/ 


KEEP IT DOWN, WILL YAP YOu’LL ior 
DISTURB THE NEIGHBORS’ 


lar ON ay 
ey : 5, 
axe fe 2 | 
se /  ——A = 
(MES) 


Hu n\\ 

U 

AND YOUR GOTTA KEEP RAZZING a ! 
BREATH--/() HIM...IT DRIVES HIM CRAZY... GOT TO GET OUT ~2\ | 
PEE-vYew! MAKES HIM CARELESS / OF THESE BONDS! 37+ 


AND WHAT | R. OR, IN THIS CASE, THE FERNS! 
DESTROY! i HERE, HAVE A SNOOTFUL ON ME! 


Fr 
y 


ANTISOCIAL 
TENDENCIES / 


— 
« 
~ ee OS 
BQ : yO 


44 
MUST - A 
ys TRY BEING ~y (A Lass 
MORE MELLOW... LIKE ME! Ce AYA 


SS (ODP. \ = y 
See SD EL 


. WAY... YOU... . \) 
Ea = 
Re t] 7 IA 
= . ae —_— 
MUA 
| WSN 


bert Peer Pe ee oa 


CG 


EASY THERE, BIG FELLA! 
WE DON'T WANT YOU 
BLUNDERING INTO TOO 


MANY BREAKABLES/ hi 
INSURANCE RATES ARE : 
HIGH ENOUGH AS IT IS/ ; nt 
ee 
p b 
Vo, 
Dr 
c 
x) 
Qs y) 
: NEF 
iin = 
i) SN 


WHAT'S THAT? 
“ROUND _ AND 

ROUND"? OKAY, 
IF THAT'S WHAT 
YOU WANT! 


BUT I CAN'T 
LET THAT STOP 
ME ! SOMEHOW, I 
HAVE TO GET FREE 
BEFORE THESE TWO 
MANIACS KILL EACH 
PA OTHER...AND ME/ 


WELL, HYDSIE, I COULD SAY 
THAT THIS HAS BEEN A 
SWINGIN! TIME--BUT I'VE 
MADE _ ENOUGH BAD JOKES 
FOR ONE DAY! So... 
GON VOYAGE’ 


Quy B 2A 
Oo ee) a © 


WW WW 
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zi [a DOF ED ead ae RY U; 
= oS ale {Wwentads Wy b, Vj 
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20) 


. =o. pe 
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..THE NIMBLE WEB-SLINGER 
SKITTERS DOWN TO STREET 
LEVEL WHERE... 


H-HE’S STILL ALIVE! 
WHAT A RELIEF! 


OKAY, HYDE, THIS !S IT/ 
GIVE ME_YOUR BEST 
SHOT AND... AND... 


AT THAT MOMENT, / FINALLY! T HAD TO RIP HOLD IT RIGHT LOOK, ARNIE! 

BACK IN THE -- THERE! THIS IS IT'S’ THE 

PENTHOUSE... é THE POLICE! WHAT'S COBRA! 
Tm] GOING ON IN HERE?’ 


~ 


I'M STILL A LITTLE GROGGY 
FROM THAT BEATING HYDE 
GAVE ME--BUT I HAVE TO 
GET OUT OF HERE/ 
O 


Re HI, COBRA! WANT 
TH LDING AND FIND — TO COME OUT 
SOMEPLACE TO HOLE UP/ . 


Gj AND PLAY? 
YES, THAT'S WHAT I'LL DO! i/ Se 
~~ f, 
THEN, ONCE I'M 1Y ney 
MYSELF_AGAIN, I'LL Y |/YQ o> 
E BACK AND--/ 77) 


Yo 


A COM j 
S, TT Wg 
\\ NASW GNF ALY 
\ y d Aon WG <\ ; 


2S etl 


Uhh 
ae 


ce 


PLEASE... TAKE I nt) 
ME AWAY! LOCK a (Ea ( 

ME UP/I-I JUST ie : 1 

CAN'T TAKE ANY bef i : ; 

MORE OF THIS/ } ai A 


C'MON, ADMIT IT! 17'S NOT 
EVERY DAY YOU SEE A COSTUMED 


ADVENTURER CONTEMPLATING A 
RIGHT NOW, L DON'T THINK Ri 


I COULD TAKE ANOTHER 


ea ONE QUITE LIKE THE AMAZING 
<< —E : SPIDER-MAN! SO DON'T MISS 
| eat i i a e: ne 6 NEXT ISSUE WHEN... 
| ij SOAK MY FOOT! | THE WAKA IL) ATTACKS! 


™SPIDERS WEB 


TOM DeFALCO 
EDITOR 


LINDA GRANT 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 


Dear Editor, 

| can safely say that AMAZING SPIDER- 
MAN #227 is one of the better efforts to 
issue forth from the House of Ideas in the 
past five or six years. In that time, I’ve come 
to expect a certain form and content to the 
SPIDER-MAN stories, and issue #227’s 
story — “Goin’ Straight” — would vie for my 
vote as a truly classic tale. And, it kept up 
with the SPIDER-MAN tradition of exciting 
stories with tricky plot-twists. 

Just for once, it was nice to see Spider- 
Man get mad at Captain DeWolff without 
having something nasty happen as a result. 
And it was certainly nice to see someone — 
Captain DeWolff again — on the NYPD try to 
help Spider-Man. And, wonder of wonders, 
Peter Parker actually whizzed through an 
important term paper, impressing his pro- 
fessor in the bargain. Bravo, Rog! 

The Romita Jr/Mooney art was, of 
course, superb. The action that leapt from 
this issue was of the same cloth that first 
made Spider-Man’s rep in comics. If John or 
Jim ever leave, I'll be the fella in front of the 
office, holding my breath until they return. 

All in all, another excellent effort! | re- 
member now why | started reading the 
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN years ago, and 
have stayed with the book while others 
came and went: QUALITY! 

Sp/4 J. D. Long 
Meddac Box 1314 
Ft. Leonard Wood, MO 65473 


At ease, soldier! 
And thanks! 


Dear Tom, 

If anyone expected Spider-Man and the 
Black Cat to make a life together, then they 
weren't very familiar with SPIDER-MAN. 
All Peter Parker and his flashier-dressed 
alter ego have ever had is an inordinate 
amount of bad luck with women. In a way, 
this wouldn’t be the AMAZING SPIDER- 
MAN if Peter were to have a problem-free 
relationship. Still, with the atmosphere 
you've been striving for, maybe a steady re- 
lationship of some sort is in order. 

And now that you have a steady police 
person as a supporting character in Captain 
Jean DeWolff, it seems only natural to 
develop a counterpart Mafioso. Sam Gal- 
vagno seems to be just the type. It’s beena 
long time since Spider-Man had a regular 


underworld adversary, someone who isn’t a 
costumed super-villain. Still, when the 
Kingpin is through dealing with Daredevil. . . 
Mike Sopp 

438 West 32nd St. 

Erie, PA 16508 


The Kingpin has recently been appear- 
ing in SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN, 
Mike. And if the ol’ Wall-crawler inter- 
feres too much in organized crime, we 
wouldn’t be too surprised to find him 
throwing more of his weight around! 


Editor: 

Dang! 

| am dreadfully unhappy as regards the 
fate of the Black Cat. Why did she have to 
dive off that pier? | rather liked her, and | 
thought you had a most interesting situation 
on your hands, what with the Spider-Man/ 
Cat romance starting to bloom. 

| don’t know why | liked Felicia Hardy so 
much better than Parker's past girl friends, 
but I did. Maybe it was because she seemed 
more complex. Gwen Stacey was sweet and 
nice, but rather like a bowl of Cream of Rice. 
Mary Jane Watson had more of the old get- 
up-and-go, but she was more confused than 
complex. 

Ah well. . . | don’t suppose this cat has 
nine lives, huh? In any case, it might interest 
you that after a day as a Cornell grad student 
—and, yes, as a T. A. — there's nothing finer 
than sitting down with a cup of tea and the 
latest exploits of my friend, Mr. Parker. 

Ann L. Mackay 
113 Cook Street 
Ithaca, NY 14850 


Peter may give up his job as a Teach- 
ing Assistant, Ann, but the grad studies 
roll on. . . and we’re sure he appreciates 
the thought. 


Dear Mr. DeFalco, 

While other writers at Marvel may be bet- 
ter known, Roger Stern's current run on 
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN has convinced me 
of what | began to suspect during his tenure 
on CAPTAIN AMERICA. He is Marvel's 
finest, most consistent writer. The clincher, 
of course, was AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 
#226-227. In this truly touching two-parter, 
he has continued to prove himself the mas- 
ter of characterization and plot develop- 
ment. 

Issue #226 was a perfect ten in every 
way. The laundry room scenes were instant 
classics. Along with Felicia’s skywriting 
idea, they show his talent for innovation in 
storytelling. Still, it was the characterization 
that made these issues special. | particularly 
liked his handling of Felicia Hardy and Jean 
DeWolff (hopefully, we'll be seeing more ot 
both). And in issue #227, it was ol’ Spider- 
Man himself who came leaping out of the” 
book in three-dimensional glory! We've long 
known that Peter Parker was a man of prin- 
ciples, but never have those principles been 
so expertly shown in the contrasting of char- 
acters. Spider-Man’s hopeful trust in Felicia, 
his hurt in being duped by her, the grimness 
of the battle with the mobsters, and Spider- 
Man’s grittydetermination to bring Felicia to 
justice had me feeling for Spider-Man as 
much as any classic novel would make me 


concerned for its protagonist. The only thing 
| found a bit too pat was Felicia’s return to 
crime. | would have preferred to see her try 
to make more of a go of it before succumb- 
ing to temptation. 
| don’t mean to neglect the art in these is- 
sues. John Romita Jr. and Jim Mooney have 
done their usual excellent job. It has been 
their work, in conjunction with the writing, 
that has brought this book up to its current 
high standards. With Rog, John, and Jim on 
the case, I’m sure it will stay that way! 
Michael Brog 
Box 76 Gilman 
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, MD 21218 


Whew! Your letter presents me with a 
dilemma, Mike! If | show it to Rog, | won’t 
be able to convince him that he really 
doesn’t need a raise this year. (Hmmm... 
maybe if | wear my old sweater with the 
holes in the elbows, and ply him with 
sourballs?) 


Dear People, 

Never before have | seen a normal crimi- 
nal of Mr. Galvagno’s ilk actually realize that 
his men were no match for Spider-Man in a 
fair fight, and take the appropriate actions. | 
believe that Shiner was correct when he pre- 
dicted that Galvagno will soon become the 
Kingpin’s “fair-haired boy.” 

Lynn Savage 
118 Franklin Street 
Bristol, Rl 02809 


Dear Tom, 

The Black Cat had better not be dead or 
VIL. VIL... Pilscream! 

AAAAAAAAHHHHHHHH!! 

Seriously, though, AMAZING SPIDER- 
MAN #227 was fantastic. Thanks for mak- 
ing me glad | subscribed. 

Gregory Kay Diekoff 
RR #3 Venado Lakes 
Delavan, IL 61734 


INTRODUCING. .. LOVELY LINDA GRANT! 

Did I just hear you say, “Who?” Well, then, 
| guess it’s time for us to get better 
acquainted. |’m the new assistant editor of 
these pages. That means | get to share an 
office with Two-Fisted Tom DeFalco — and 
to remind him when our sourball supply 
needs to be replenished. 

A bit of background: | was born in 
Yonkers, a suburb of New York City. I've 
done quite a bit of traveling and finally 
decided to call “The Big Apple” home. After 
renting an apartment here with a fearless 
fifteen pound cat named Sasha, | found ajob 
at Marvel Comics as secretary to the Editor- 
in-Chief, Jim Shooter. 

One recent Friday afternoon, Tom made 
two momentous decisions: he quit smoking 
the smelly cigars he used to torture us with, 
and he asked me to take over as his new 
assistant (my predecessor, Mark 
Gruenwald, had been promoted to full 
editor). Applauding the demise of Tom’s 
cigars, | accepted his offer. And a new 
editorial team was born. 

Well, I'd like to go on (and possibly 
discuss the great bratwurst stands of 
Heidelberg), but there’s work to be done. . . 


